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Waste Makes To-Go Boxes Go Styrofoam
-Compiled by Rowan Copley

Journalist T.R. Reid, the 
2008-2009 Nitze fellow, gave 
a lecture about the perception 
of the U.S. from abroad. 

Above: John Campbell gives 
judge Sunny Schnitzer some 
“fire safety tips.” Right: Judges 
Ramsay, Schnitzer and Foley 
deliberate. Counterclockwise 
from left: Dan Schell, Christian 
Schneider, Brendan McCarthy, 
Brooks Schandelmeter, Noble 
and David Yost strut their 
stuff. 

By KATIE HANEY
Staff Writer

Recent vandalism around campus 
prompted student action through 
events such as “Screw Vandalism 
Day” on Oct. 1. For the event, Stu-
dent Government Association Club 
Coordinator Lauren Gill organized a 
scavenger hunt for damaged campus 
property. 

Olivia Williams was the only stu-
dent that completed the scavenger 
hunt, winning a $50 gift certificate to 
the Campus Bookstore. 

Gill also created and posted “price 
tags” on campus furniture to make stu-
dents aware of the expenses the school 
pays to replace them every time they 
are damaged. A few of the expenses 
displayed on posted signs included 
cigarette bins at $175, computer lab 
chairs in Goodpaster at $425 and light 
posts at a whopping $2,630 a piece. 
Gill hopes that students will “think 
twice about the repercussions their 
actions could have economically” as 
a result of this activity.  

Other students thought differently. 
“Now I know what furniture to steal 
and sell!” said sophomore Sarah War-
ren in jest when she saw these signs. 

Lisa Phelps, Assistant Project Man-
ager/Fiscal Administrator, says that 

In recent weeks, St. Mary’s Col-
lege’s catering company Bon Appétit 
has switched to styrofoam to-go boxes 
while investigating alternative and cost 
effective to-go containers. Bon Appétit 
is currently investigating to-go box 
options including biodegradable or 
reusable and returnable to-go boxes.  

“Styrofoam is not the answer, but 
it is the answer for right now,” said 
Bon Appétit General Manager George 
McClusick. 

Until this semester, compostable 
containers were purchased by Bon 
Appétit as part of its commitment to 
more sustainable food consumption. 
However, the containers cost about 
double that of Styrofoam containers 
and were simply being thrown away 
by most students. 

“The problem with compostable 
boxes was that they weren’t being 
composted, they were being thrown 
away or recycled, so I don’t think 
students understood the idea,” said 
Shane Hall, Co-President of the Stu-
dent Environmental Action Coalition 
(SEAC), adding that “there was a lot 
of overflow [in garbage cans.]” 

Food Services at St. Mary’s have 
been a major area of progress for sus-
tainable living at St. Mary’s. Over the 
years, changes such as the moving of 

napkin containers from the buffet line 
to tables in the eating areas, utilizing 
corn oil cups, purchasing more locally 
grown food, and composting or feed-
ing hogs with an estimated 55 gallons 
of food scraps for each lunch and din-
ner served have reduced the school’s 
carbon footprint and raised awareness 
for environmental issues. This month, 
“trayless Tuesdays” became trayless 
Tuesdays and Thursdays, while the 
elimination of trays for Great Room 
use is planned to be in effect by next 
semester in order to save energy and 
water. 

“I think we’re all on the same page, 
but it’s going to take some growing 
pains to make this work,” McClusick 
said. “We have to change our habits 
and educate the students and com-
munity.”

Nevertheless, many see the switch 
to Styrofoam containers as backtrack-
ing. “Styrofoam, a petroleum product, 
never goes away,” said Sustainability 
Fellow Meredith Epstein.  “It cannot 
be recycled [St. Mary’s County can 
only recycle plastics numbered 3-7 
that have a “narrow neck,” like a soda 
bottle].  It can only be thrown away.” 

The switch in containers is also com-
ing at a time with increased traffic in 
the Great Room. “The Great Room 
was going through 15 cases of the 
compostable containers a week and 

Students Join Forces to 
“Screw Vandalism”

Journalist T.R. Reid Is Named Nitze 
Fellow, Speaks on Perception of U.S.

The Nitze Senior Fellow for 2008-2009 is T.R. Reid. On Monday, Oct. 20, 
Reid gave a public lecture in Cole Cinema at 8:00 p.m. entitled “Love Us or 
Hate Us: The World’s View of the USA.”  The lecture discussed the different 
perceptions of the United States held by people in other countries. Earlier that 
day, Reid spoke in front of five College classes, a political science, computer 
science, philosophy, psychology and a first-year seminar.

Michael Taber, Director of the Nitze Scholars Program, said that it was im-
portant that Nitze fellows have a broad variety of interests, and that Reid was 
“especially looking forward to his talks at St. Mary’s because...instead of hav-
ing to choose one thing to talk about, he gets to talk about three things.”

Reid has been a correspondent over the years for NPR, The Washington 
Post, and is currently with PBS Frontline Nova.  Reid graduated from Princ-
eton with a degree in Classics. He has held various jobs, including Naval 
officer and teacher.  Reid has covered global affairs such as politics, health 
care and Japanese studies.  He has written books about the European Union, 
Confucianism and the inventors of the microchip. He is currently working 
on a book about the health care system in the United States, which will be 
the subject of his next lecture on Monday, Feb. 9.

A stop sign vandalized to read, ironically, “stop vandalism.”
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many of the purchases made in Good-
paster went to “green furniture” made 
from recycled products and “sustain-
able fabrics.” Phelps says prices of tra-
ditional furniture and “green furniture” 
have become more comparable. In 
fact, the new molded plastic chairs in 
Goodpaster are around $30 less apiece 
than the wooden ones previously pur-
chased. The school works with an inte-
rior designer and representatives from 
different academic departments that 
collaborate on the decisions regarding 
what classroom furniture to buy. 

School officials should not worry 
about future damages to the new 
furniture. The most recent reports of 
vandalism were graffiti on the library 
and on stop signs around campus, but 
Sergeant Eric A. Brooks, head of Pub-
lic Safety says that for the most part, 
vandalism is not on the rise. Brooks 
has not seen too many reports of fur-
niture damage, but did stop a student 
from trying to carry his desk chair out 
to the sideline of a sports game two 
weeks ago. 

Even so, Gill is making plans to 
hold another vandalism scavenger 
hunt later this school year, so students 
should keep an eye out for vandalism 
if they want to get a head start on the 
competition. 

now goes through 20 cases per week 
of the Styrofoam ones,” said Epstein. 
“We’re talking on the order of over 
1,000 containers used daily.”

Environmentally conscious com-
munity members agreed that the old 
program was not being implemented 
correctly, but that composting must 
become a stronger message on cam-
pus. On Oct. 21, several students and 
Bon Appétit employees attended a 
composting conference to learn more 
about the process.  The Sustainabil-
ity Committee is working with Bon 
Appétit  to develop a reusable takeout 
container program to minimize the use 
of disposable to-go boxes, in addition 
to bringing back the compostable 
boxes, while discussions are ongoing 
to expand the composting program. 

“If we could compost everything [we 
dispose of], we could probably make 
and use our own natural fertilizer, 
which would be especially important 
since our campus is so close to the wa-
ter, and we could save the money spent 
on fertilizers and chemicals,” said Hall. 
“Composting is an investment, not just 
a responsibility.” 

In the meantime, Epstein said , “Stu-
dents should opt to eat in the dining hall 
and use a dish that can be washed and 
used over and over again, rather than 
taking a to-go box that gets used once 
and lives in a landfill forever.”  

Photo by Matt Molek

The Mr. SMC pageant concluded with cheers as senior Jon Noble was crowned by the former 
Mr. SMC, junior Chris Rodkey. “It was a lot of fun,” said Noble. “I’m really glad we had a great 
turn-out and that a lot of money was raised.”

Seven contestants competed for the title on Sunday, Oct. 19 in front of judges senior Sunny 
Schnitzer (president of the Student Government Association) and juniors Marjorie Foley and Lau-
ren Ramsay. Contestants competed to earn the most fundraising for Christmas in April, and also 
competed in the pageant categories of “talent,” “drag,” “question and answer,” “swimsuit,” and 
“formal wear.” 

Noble Named Mr. SMC

Photos by Rowan Copley
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College Short on RECs
Continued from page 1

but still disagrees with their treatment, 
saying, “Civilized countries obey the 
rule of law.”

Sophomore Patrick Koroma agreed. 
“I personally think that the detainees 
in Guantanamo Bay are illegally de-
tained and those in charge of it should 
be prosecuted,” he said, adding that 
from the lecture, he “really got the 
same sentiment.” 

While Robertson dislikes most 
of all the amount of power that the 
executive branch currently holds, he 
also dislikes various laws that Con-
gress has passed recently to avoid 
looking soft on terror. One example 
is the Detainee Treatment Act, which 
prohibits certain courts from hearing 
writs of habeas corpus filed from 
Guantanamo Bay.

“I’m still quite critical of Con-
gress,” Robertson said. “I don’t think 
they’ve done their job. I don’t think 
they understand habeas corpus.”

Now, however, Robertson feels that 
habeas corpus rights may be returning 
based on legal rulings over the last 
couple of years. This year, in Bou-
mediene et al. v. Bush, the Supreme 
Court ruled that Guantanamo Bay is 
in effect an American territory, and 
that habeas rights extend there. 

“We seem to be right now at one 
of those moments in history when 
the vectors of power are changing,” 

of energy provided through more 
environmentally harmful means. 
Gibson said, “An REC is like a 
carbon offset for electricity in that...
by paying this little bit extra you’re 
investing in renewable energy.” 
These investments include power 
alternatives, such as Clean Cur-
rents’ investments in wind power, 
as well as general conservation 
efforts. In theory, paying to offset 
100 percent of the College’s energy 
means that the College is entirely 
offsetting its own non-renewable 
energy with investments in these 
forms of energy. 

According to Sustainability Fel-
low Clement, the College started 
its path towards carbon neutrality 
three years ago when SEAC began 
to push for an initiative to buy 
RECs.  Originally, SEAC went to 
the Board of Trustees to request a 
grant, but it was unable to come up 
with the funds. SEAC then went to 
the students, who responded more 
positively to the idea. The decision 
to buy RECs was made by the SGA 
after more than 700 students signed 
a referendum stating they would 
be willing to pay the extra $25 in 
tuition fees to do so. 

The College’s ownership of RECs 
is not only a matter of ideology, 
but image as well.  According to 
Sustainability Fellow Meredith 
Epstein, ‘08, news outlets such 
as The Associated Press and The 
Washington Post have written about 
the College’s energy offset, and the 
EPA has recognized the College as 

Robertson Lectures on Detainees’ Rights

a Green Power Partner. Bornand 
said, “By offsetting 100% of our 
consumption, we’re seen as one of 
the greenest colleges in the nation.” 
He added “It’s quite powerful to 
say we cover 100% of our energy 
consumption.”

Although a major setback, the 
College has come up with an alter-
native plan to keep both its com-
mitment to carbon neutrality and 
public image intact. According to 
Bornand, plans have been made to 
shift the school’s energy offset from 
the more expensive Green-e certi-
fied RECs from Clean Currents to 
less expensive, non-certified RECs. 
This will end up actually saving 
funds in the College’s budget, which 
will then be put into on-campus re-
newable energy projects. They may 
include small-scale wind turbines, 
solar generators, or geothermal 
generators. French said, “This really 
sucks that this happened, but it’s 
giving us an awesome opportunity 
to...implement some on-site renew-
able energy generation.”

Both students and administrators 
are hopeful that this on-site devel-
opment will create a more perma-
nent and sustainable solution than 
RECs. Clement said, “Ideally, our 
RECs are only a secondary solution, 
and we should be conserving energy 
as one of our primary avenues.” 
Bornand agreed with this sentiment, 
and said, “[On-site projects are] this 
one time payment that provides the 
benefit at no cost for years to come.” 
He added,  “It’s a better use of the 
students’ money.”

he said. 
Those who heard the lecture gen-

erally enjoyed listening to what 
Robertson had to say. Cain found it 
“inspiring…in what [Robertson] did 
and what he said.”

Students like Koroma and first-year 
Emily Saari agreed. Saari enjoyed 
the overview of the history of habeas 
corpus, which she said reinforced the 
opinion that she already held. She 
also felt that given the controversial 
nature of the issue and the strong feel-
ings on both sides, the talk remained 
nonpartisan.

“I think it was good that he didn’t 
show too much bias,” she said. “He 
kept his emotions out of it as best he 
could.” 

Robertson was appointed to the 
U.S. District Court in 1994 and later 
worked for the Foreign Intelligence 
Surveillance Court, from which he 
resigned in 2005. Before that, he 
practiced law for the private firm, 
Wilmer, Cutler and Pickering. He also 
served as president of the District of 
Columbia Bar, was co-chair of the 
Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights 
Under Law, and was president of 
Southern Africa Legal Services and 
Legal Education Project, Inc. He was 
also chief counsel of the Lawyer’s 
Committee for Civil Rights Under 
Law in Jackson, Mississippi.

Continued from page 1

Photo by  Brendan O’Hara

Political science professor Michael Cain discusses habeus corpus with Judge James Robertson.

Dean Bayless Lifts Protest Regulations
student e-mail telling everyone 
interested in changing the policy to 
come together and take action.  

The committee started meeting 
Mondays at 8:00 p.m. in North 
Crescent 18. Junior Liam Bradley 
and senior Tashia Graham were 
named Chairs of the about twenty-
student organization. 

Three more members of the SGA, 
President senior Sunny Schnitzer, 
Vice President Matthew Fafoutis 
and Parliamentarian Louis Ritz-
inger also worked with the com-
mittee.  They succeeded in decid-
ing on a petition, advertising the 
regulations and interfacing with 
faculty members to try and get 
them involved.  

Schnitzer is satisfied with the 
new suspension of the policy.  She 

said, “What really tugs at my heart-
strings is that the mission of the 
College is all about civil engage-
ment and this policy comes across 
as an encroachment on students’ 
political expression.  It just doesn’t 
fit the campus culture.”

Overall, students seemed to be 
divided on the issue, with many ex-
pressing outright rage, like Brad-
ley, who said, “When I first heard 
about the regulations I couldn’t 
believe it could be true. I was just 
beyond furious.”	

Others either didn’t know about 
the regulations or thought the 
regulations might be a good thing. 
Senior Eileen Flanigan said, “Like 
most people I have not read the 
handbook, but I think there should 
be some control.  What happened 
[at O’Brien’s office] was a little 

Continued from page 1 ridiculous. Students should defi-
nitely be able to express their opin-
ions and have them listened to, but 
they also need to do it effectively 
in a semi-professional way.”

While the reaction from the stu-
dent body to the policy’s addition 
was unexpected, the reaction to its 
suspension, at least from Bayless’ 
perspective, has been muted.  

Bayless stated that she has re-
ceived little feedback since the 
policy was revoked, and that the 
feedback she did get was in the 
form of a few e-mails, one of which 
just said, “Why?”

Another e-mail asked, “What’s 
the next step?” and for Bayless, 
at least, there is no next step. The 
policy won’t be appearing again in 
the next issue of the To the Point 
handbook. 

Continued from page 1

Medical Amnesty Debate

-Lara Southgate contributed to this Report

Placeholder for 
REC Picture

A meter used to measure the school’s energy consumption.
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points are diligently backing their 
beliefs. 

Supporters of the policy point out 
that the sole concern in an emergency 
is the safety and well-being of stu-
dents; nearly every student out of the 
50 polled echoed the same idea.  “I 
don’t think anyone would or should 
let getting in trouble stand in the 
way of helping a friend,” said senior 
Kalada Nemieboka. 

Sergeant Eric Brooks, head of 
the Office of Public Safety, doesn’t 
think this is surprising. With 20 years 
experience patrolling Historic St. 
Mary’s and the campus, he thinks 
that students may not be looking at 
the big picture. He said that the law 
states that 21 is legal, and if students 
were in a situation where they choose 
not to call public safety for fear of 
punishment, a student death would 
prompt the state’s attorney to charge 
them significantly more severely.

“What you’re doing is encouraging 
people to get drunk; if you don’t get 
caught the first time, you’re going to 
do it again.” said Brooks. As a parent 
of three children around college age, 
Brooks focused on the importance of 
keeping students out of the district 
system of courts. “It’s easy to get 
into, and hard to get out of,” said 
Brooks, referring to the courts, “and 

it punishes the parents more than the 
students.”

Though student talk around campus 
makes it sound as if citations and 
party busts happen every weekend, 
the College is doing much better 
than it has in the past. Brooks said 
that Public Safety is catching a lot of 
underage drinking. Many students 
misunderstand the difference between 
a violation and a citation. A violation 
keeps the record on campus, a better 
place to be than in the state system. 
However, a citation is a result of 
breaking Maryland law and results in 
a trip to District Court. In addition to 
the cost of court and lawyer’s fees, a 
trip to Judicial Board tops the list of 
punishments. Sgt. Brooks, the only 
Public Safety officer allowed to write 
citations, has not written a single one 
this school year. 

As of now, Brooks refuses to say 
that underage drinking is tolerated, 
and said that he does not support the 
idea of making Medical Amnesty a 
policy. But he said that the general 
idea may be practiced on a situational 
basis. The main focus will always be 
on the safety of the overdose victim. 
If the student who reported it was 
responsible enough to recognize the 
danger and call Public Safety, then 
they will be a secondary thought.

Corrections
September 23 Edition:
Jae Lim was referred to as the president of the College 
Democrats. Anne-Marie Metzler is the current president of this 
organization.

October 7 Edition:
The article “Students Invest in Stocks” stated that the Student 
Investment Group received a $100,000 endowment. The group 
actually received $120,000. Mike Brown was also quoted as 
saying, “We do keep our hands [on] the stranger things.” The 
correct quote is, “We do keep our hands off the stranger things.” 
Additionally the article noted that there was “opposition” to the 
St. Mary’s Foundation’s control of the endowment. According 
to Mike Brown, the group’s Vice President of Investment, the 
Foundation only acted as a steward to the endowment and 
aided the group as they prepared to invest.

released. Basically, a prisoner writes 
to a judge, the judge orders the 
prisoner brought in, and if the judge 
decides that the grounds for impris-
onment are weak or nonexistent, the 
prisoner goes free. Robertson named 
the lecture “Habeas Corpus Redux,” 
which he said roughly means “Habeas 
Corpus Is Back Again.” It refers to 
the fact that recent events, especially 
recent Supreme Court rulings, have 
revived the debate over the impor-
tance and applicability of habeas 
corpus rights.

The talk “really helped people un-
derstand the importance of providing 
rights to detainees and how important 
it is to us as Americans,” said Michael 
Cain, political science professor and 
Director of the Center for Democracy 
Studies, the group sponsoring the 
event.

Political science professor Anne 
Miles also felt that the lecture was im-
portant, adding, “To me, it’s just such 
a given that the people at Guantanamo 
Bay should be given these rights.” 

Robertson described the history of 
habeas corpus, the seed of which dates 
back to the Magna Carta. He said 
that he has a “three-vector theory” 
concerning habeas corpus, referring to 
the three branches of government. He 
sees the judiciary branch as the weak-
est branch. According to Robertson, 
in both English and American history, 
habeas corpus rights are weakest 
when the executive branch is strong 
and the legislative branch is weak, 
and habeas corpus rights are strongest 
when the opposite is true.

The War on Terror created a new 
series of legal complications. Prison-
ers taken captive are not prisoners of 
war because the United States is not at 
war with any specific nation. Instead, 
persons captured in the War on Terror 
are “enemy combatants” originally 
without legal restrictions on treat-
ment, Robertson said. He said that 
most enemy combatants are terrorists, 
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Have an 
Opinion?

I wasn’t around for the last 
presidential election. I have 
no way of comparing the 
political atmosphere of today 
to what it was four years 
ago. And though I was at St. 
Mary’s two years ago, I don’t 
remember there being such 
excitement on campus about 
the election. 

Perhaps it’s the difference 
of a presidential campaign, 
with one of the candidates, 
Barack Obama, being some-
one who has significantly 
captured the attention of our 
age group and has motivated 
them to be involved in politics 
and voting.

 Certainly I’m thrilled that 
students are becoming more 
informed about the upcoming 
election, but what concerns 
me is that many students 
seem to be so involved in the 
current race and their pre-
ferred candidate that they are 
harassing anyone who thinks 
differently. This intolerance is 
something that should not be 
allowed at St. Mary’s College 

of Maryland. I knew coming 
into this school that St. Mary’s 
was a politically liberal cam-
pus. Most colleges are. 

What I didn’t know, and 
never expected, was that St. 
Mary’s was not a campus 
tolerant of other political 
views and affiliations. I never 
expected to hear cases of van-
dalism, intimidation, or even 
harassment at St. Mary’s.

 I have, for the past two 
years that I have attended St. 
Mary’s, always viewed my 
peers as open-minded and 
accepting of other lifestyles 
and beliefs. In fact, I believe 
a recent Princeton Review 
ranking of St. Mary’s found 
that our campus is incredibly 
tolerant of the “gay commu-
nity” as they put it, and that 
we had a significant amount of 
“race/class interaction.”

 So why can’t St. Mary’s 
accept conservative-minded 
students? Politics is a subject 
that stirs up passionate opin-
ions among people. Politics 
is talked about everywhere 

from the Great Room to the 
classroom; it’s not something 
that can easily be avoided, 
especially during an election 
season.

Since a majority of the cam-
pus’ demographic is Demo-
crat being a Republican, or 
any other political minority 
on campus, is hard. I have 
been in numerous classes 
where liberal-minded stu-
dents talked over dissenters 
and ganged up on students 
with conservative attitudes.

 As the current president 
of the College Republicans, 
I have been presented during 
the past semester with many 
cases in which students are 
afraid to speak up in class dis-
cussion, or in which students 
feel ostracized when they are 
open about their views. Most 
conservatives that I talk to 
seem to hide their political 
beliefs so that they will feel 
more accepted here at St. 
Mary’s. Nonetheless, there 
are a few students here that 
are open about their affilia-

tion, but their efforts do not 
go unnoticed. 

One particular incident that 
I was made aware of provoked 
a recent email about tolerance 
on campus; a conservative 
student on campus was, on 
multiple occasions, verbally 
harassed and intimidated. 
Additionally, their door was 
almost plastered with Obama 
posters in response to an in-
nocuous statement on their 
whiteboard that read “I [heart] 
McCain!” 

There is only one way that 
St. Mary’s can respond to this 
problem of intolerance that 
has infested our campus. I en-
courage fellow conservatives 
on campus to do the unthink-
able and speak their minds in 
classes. 

Let the liberal population 
know that there are alternative 
viewpoints and that we are not 
afraid to express them. 

Remember that the majority 
is not always right, and that 
every minority has the right to 
protect their thoughts, views, 

and beliefs. I urge liberals on 
campus to practice the toler-
ance that we exemplify in 
other areas. Though you may 
be convinced that your views 
are the correct views, there is 
no harm in examining other 
standpoints and being open-
minded.

There is harm in attacking 
others and being close-mind-
ed. St. Mary’s needs to return 
to the tolerant environment 
that it once prided itself in, 
but that change requires the 
participation of everyone, lib-
eral and conservative alike.

	       -Sara Metz ‘10

Letter to the Editor: Liberals Attack Conservative Views

Pearls of Wisdom from the Patio:
The World is Your Oyster

The St. Mary’s County 2008 
Oyster Festival—we were 
ready. Our first year, Lisa was 
a bit hesitant to immerse herself 
in local culture, as most out of 
state (or in her case, country) 
students are, but since Mari 
went to high school 
across the street, 
she had a convinc-
ing argument to 
attend the festivi-
ties on the County 
fairgrounds. 

We bundled up 
and headed into 
town for our third 
Oyster festival to-
gether, but this time 
Mr. Harmon (or as 
we like to call him 
Big Jim) joined 
us. We parked the 
car, walked into 
the campgrounds, 
paid the admis-
sion fee and head-
ed straight to the 
beer truck. Big Jim treated us 
to our first round and then Mari 
escorted the Harmon duo to the 
raw oyster tent. 

She recognized one of her 
neighbors shucking oysters, 
John, a former Amateur Oyster 
Shucking Champion—no big 
deal. He invited us to bring 
some condiments over and 
eat the oysters he was shuck-
ing. Mari quickly snatched up 
about 40 packets of crackers, 
cocktail sauce, lemon and Old 
Bay seasoning. We chatted with 
the oyster shuckers, many of 
which were professional, about 
subjects ranging from the health 
of the Bay to travels abroad. We 
shared beer and oysters and left 
the tent with new friends. 

The three of us continued 
on to experience what else the 

Festival had to offer. Though we 
had easily just eaten three dozen 
oysters, we tried a little bit of ev-
erything else—Maryland crab 
soup, fried oyster sandwiches, 
crab cakes, pulled pork, French 
fries, etc. We couldn’t bring 
ourselves to try stuffed ham—a 
variety of ham stuffed with cab-
bage, kale, onions, spices and 
seasonings—which originated 

in Southern Maryland. How-
ever, we did dabble in the deep 
fried Oreos. Please don’t judge 
us until you try them. 

We pressed on and attempted 
to win a goldfish by spend-
ing ten bucks playing Carni-
val games. Who would have 
thought bouncing a ball into 
a bottle could be so difficult? 
But the goldfish was quickly 
forgotten when we were at the 
top of the rickety Ferris wheel. 
No wonder we were the only 
people on this thing; it felt like 
it was going to fall apart. 

Safely on the ground, we 
wondered what other shenani-
gans were taking place at the 
fairgrounds. We were strangely 
pleased to see a hospital trailer 
giving flu shots. At this point 
we were feeling courageous 

enough to go for it. However, 
as soon as the needle went in, 
we immediately regretted the 
one time we took precautions 
to ensure good health. 

Rubbing our sore arms, we 
headed over to the outdoor 
arena where the National Oys-
ter Shucking preliminaries 
were taking place. “It’s like the 
Olympics of oyster shucking!” 

said Mr. Harmon. 
It sure is Big Jim! 
We cheered on 
our new friends 
we had made eat-
ing raw oysters as 
they shucked their 
little hearts out on 
stage. 

	 It was at that 
moment that we 
looked at each 
other and burst 
into laughter. 
Where else would 
we experience all 
of this? It’s easy to 
drive by the Coun-
ty fairgrounds and 
snicker at livestock 
auctions and worn 

out Carnival rides but we left 
the Festival with huge smiles, 
full bellies, some new friends 
and sweet t-shirts. 

As we sit on the patio, trying 
to peel off our flu shot band-
aids we urge you to venture 
outside our bubble and see 
what else this County has to 
offer because no, Boatman’s 
doesn’t count. There are so 
many interesting places and 
people in this community and 
it would be a shame to leave 
here without experiencing this 
place in every way. So, the 
next time you walk through 
the patio at the campus center 
and don’t see two observing 
girls in sunglasses, you can be 
sure we’ll be in the County on 
adventures—take this as an 
invitation to join us!

Lisa and Mari return to campus after a long day well 
spent at the St. Mary’s County Oyster Festival. 

By Lisa Harmon & 
Mariel Saez

Sports Editor & Assistant Editor-in-Chief

Obama Right Choice 
for the Oval Office

Photo Courtesy of About.com

Late last week The Wash-
ington Post officially endorsed 
Senator Barack Obama’s presi-
dential bid. Though we know 
that the Post (and most every 
other publication) carries infi-
nitely more political clout than 
our student published bi-week-
ly newspaper, The Point News’ 
Editorial Board still formally 
places our limited support be-
hind Obama’s campaign.

For many, Obama’s flurry 
of newspaper endorsements 
could seem like kicking Sena-
tor McCain while he is down. 
And he is down. According to 
Electoral-Vote.com, a website 
that compiles polling data, Mc-
Cain trails Obama by almost 
six points. Obama also has a 
projected 364 electoral votes, 
more than double McCain’s 
estimated total of 171. But 
elections have swung back to 
the GOP before. In 2000, Al 
Gore lost to George W. Bush 
after holding a double-digit 
lead in the polls in October.

On a campus as liberally 
minded as St. Mary’s it is 
easy to view Obama as the 
unanimous choice, but McCain 
maintains supporters across 
campus (including some Point 
News staffers). And it is hard 
not to notice the numerous 
McCain/Palin signs staked in 

front yards near the College. 
Though Obama appears to be 
the current front-runner, we 
would be remiss to let the 2008 
election pass without naming 
our candidate of choice.

There are many salient issues 
this election – the economy, 
health care, energy indepen-
dence and the Iraq War rank 
among them – but Obama’s 
plan for higher education is 
central to our endorsement.

Obama has concrete plans 
to help any student who hopes 
to attend college success-
fully earn their degree. The 
American Opportunity Tax 
Credit will cover $4,000 of 
tuition costs in exchange for 
community service work. This 
will help offset the major-
ity of tuition for most public 
institutions and, coupled with 
Obama’s pledge to provide 
more Federal student loans, 
help make the ever-rising cost 
of college more manageable. 
Additionally, Obama and his 
vice presidential candidate 
Joe Biden have planned to 
do away with the FAFSA 
and eliminate the red tape for 
families applying for financial 
assistance. Obama’s promise 
to increase teacher salaries 
while holding them to stricter 
standards will also help better 

prepare students for the rigors 
of higher education.

McCain, on the other hand, 
appears to only have abstract 
plans for helping college-aged 
individuals succeed. His web-
site pledges he will “simplify 
the existing [tax] benefits” and 
“consolidate programs” for 
financial aid, but no specific 
policies are introduced. In 
fact, the entirety of McCain’s 

higher education platform is 
vague. We all fully respect 
McCain and his decades of 
service in the Navy and Senate, 
but it appears that his priorities 
don’t seem to include solving 
the challenges of America’s 
educational system in 2008 
and beyond.

This obviously is a limited 
view of both sides of this issue, 
but look for comprehensive 

election coverage in our next 
edition.

Please take our endorse-
ment with the requisite grain 
of salt, but we urge every 
member of the College to read 
the platforms, watch reruns of 
the debate and cast your vote 
on Nov. 4.

-The Point News Editorial 
Board voted 14-1 in favor of 
endorsing Obama.
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As election day approaches, 
SGA’s Programs Board and stu-
dent clubs have all joined to 
organize and host successful 
Presidential and Vice Presidential 
Debate viewing parties.

On Oct. 15, a viewing party 
for the last Presidential debate 
was held in Cole Cinema, which 
had a great outcome.  It was 
sponsored by SGA’s Programs 
Board, St. Mary’s Votes, College 
Republicans, College Democrats, 
the Political Science Department 
and the Center for the Study of 
Democracy.  

Political Science department 
chair Michael Cain and Professor 
Todd Eberly both did an introduc-
tion to the debate and an election 
Q &A.    

“I think that the debate screen-
ing was very successful and that 
it brought out a lot of students... 
also professors were very help-

By Binta Diallo
Assistant News Editor

Presidential Debate Parties 
Draw a Large Crowd

Hi St. Mary’s!
On the weekend of Oct. 3-5, 

the Board of Trustees held its 
first quarterly meeting of the 
year.  

During the meeting, the Board 
approved routine revisions to the 
plant fund and current fund bud-
gets. The Board also approved 
naming the River Center the 
James P. Muldoon River Center, 
and a College by-laws amend-
ment that created of the Com-
munity Relations Committee.

The Community Relations 
Committee will be a way for the 

Board to give the College Admin-
istration advice on outreach ef-
forts, as well as to provide support 
for communication with the com-
munity outside of the College.  In 
light of the Rowing Center issues 
of last year, the Board felt that this 
was a next step in avoiding such 
controversies in the future, and 
to help communicate our future 
plans to the community at large.

During our breakout sessions 
on Friday, the Board heard from 
Dr. Stephen Isberg, a University 
of Baltimore professor of finance.  
Dr. Isberg led a short discussion 

Students Flock to Fantastic Fall Festival of Fun

on the rising costs of higher 
education versus the ability of 
families to afford college.  While 
the discussion was short because 
of time constraints, I think it will 
prove useful in the upcoming dia-
logue on next year’s tuition, room, 
board, and fee rates.

The Board has been very im-
pressed with the student body this 
semester.  In particular, they asked 
me to pass on their continuing 
admiration of our environmen-
tal initiatives.  The fact that we 
are #1 in the nation (by percent) 
for pledging to the Power Vote 

Board of Trustees Approves Name for New River Center
movement speaks strongly to our 
dedication, and they were incred-
ibly impressed.  Way to go, St. 
Mary’s. 

They were also very interested 
to hear the opinions that many of 
you passed on to me before the 
meeting.  During the Enrollment 
and Student Affairs meeting, we 
had productive and substantive 
discussions about SafeRide, the 
protest policy, tuition, and the 
crowding in the traditional halls.  
Thank you to all of those who took 
the time to let me know what they 
were thinking.

The next meeting will be on 
Dec. 5-6, here at St. Mary’s. 

As always, I invite you to send 
me your comments on how you 
thing the semester’s been going, 
and any feedback you might have 
for me or the board.  You can 
pop me an e-mail at jopevner@
smcm.edu, or drop by the SGA 
Executive Board office.  I’ll have 
more definitive information on 
what will be coming up at the 
next meeting as December inches 
closer.

See you on the path!
-Jeremy

ful by mentioning the debates in 
their classes and by bringing their 
classes to the debates,” said SGA’s 
Programs Board Films Chair Ju-
nior Zinash Seyoum.

Many students mostly wanted 
to see the interactions between 
the Senator Obama and Senator 
McCain in their last debate before 
elections.

“This debate was better than 
the last two since both candidates 
knew it was the last one.  Both 
candidates gave their all and tried 
to appeal to Joe the Plumber,” said 
Junior Ebunola Aniyikaiye.   

The most watched debate was 
the vice presidential debate be-
tween Senator Joe Biden and 
Alaska Governor Sarah Palin.  
This debate viewing was hosted in 
Cole Cinema on Thursday, Octo-
ber 2 and it was packed with about 
150 students who were all fully 
attentive to the candidates.  

“I t  was awesome watching 
SMCM get together at a very im-

portant time in American history,” 
said Aniyikaiye. 

Many students played the fa-
mous Palin Bingo, which actually 
a way for the students to stay at-
tentive during the debate but at the 
same time have some fun with it.  

 “I enjoyed the vice presidential.  
I thought that Joe Biden was the 
clear winner.  It was a great ex-
perience for me, watching it with 
about 80 other students in Cole 
Cinema and it was fun to play 
Palin Bingo,” said Class of 2009 
President Kalada Nemieboka.    

In addition to the debate view-
ing, St. Mary’s votes, College 
Republicans and College Demo-
crats all worked hard to involve 
students in the election process 
itself.  They all had tables right 
outside the venue and campaigned 
for the different Candidates.  

“I liked the fact that different on 
campus clubs cooperated to make 
this a very successful program,” 
said Seyoum.Michael Cain shows off his St. Mary’s Votes t-shirt at a debate.

Photo By David Chase

Photo By Justin Perry

SGA Vice President Matt Fafoutis warmly greets alumnus Michael 
DeLizia ‘08 on the Townhouse Green after his return to campus.

Fooling April lead vocalist Brian Kenneth plays the piano at Daugherty Palmer Commons.

John Campbell carves a pumpkin at the carnival portion of the Fall Festival of Fun.

At the Fall Festival of Fun on Oct. 18th, events started mid-afternoon and went on 
into the night. Alumni also flocked back to campus to enjoy the Hawktober Festival 
and take in the weekend’s events.

The festival started with live music in Daugherty Palmer Commons, where the 
Philadelphia-based band Fooling April played.  Self described as, “known for sprinkling 
their catchy melodic hooks with cutting edge humor,” the band drew a small crowd.

Next was the carnival at Lewis Quad, where students could carve pumpkins, bob 
for apples and get their faces painted.  For those interested, there was also jump rope, 
four square, twister, and a bean bag toss.

Later, students built a bonfire in the fire pit at Waring Commons.  At the open mic 
coffee house, students made smores and enjoyed hot apple cider, hot cocoa, and 
cookies.

Photos By Brendan O’Hara 
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Looking for Tarô Kaja: An Eve-
ning of Kyôgen Comedies will run 
the last two weeks of October in 
Bruce Davis Theatre, Montgomery 
Hall. The performance will feature 
ASIANetwork Freeman Student-
Faculty Fellows Ian Prince, Judy 
Sellner, Rachel Reckling, Katheryn 
Miller and Zack Pajack and direc-
tor Holly A.S. Blumner, Associate 
Professor of Theatre, Film and 
Media Studies. 

Dr. Blumner and the five SMCM 
students received the ASIANet-
work Freeman Award to study tra-
ditional Japanese theatre in Japan 
during the summer of 2008 as they 
prepared to stage and perform the 
series at the College. 

They have also been invited 
to attend the ASIANetwork con-
ference in 2009 to present their 
work. The amount of the award, 
$31,000, is the largest amount that 
the Student-Faculty Fellows could 
have received. 

The Study Tour spent three 
weeks of May 2008 in Kyoto, Ja-
pan studying traditional Japanese 
theatre. “I was very impressed with 
how well [the students] worked 
with my teacher in Japan. They 
performed on a centuries old stage 
in full traditional costume. They 
didn’t speak the language but they 
memorized a full play and per-
formed in Japanese.  That’s all you 
could really ask for,” said Blumner, 
who spent last year on sabbatical 
in Japan. 

The Student Fellows felt privi-
leged to receive the grant, study in 
Japan and broaden their theatrical 
horizons. “Going to Japan was one 
of the best experiences of my life! 
I’ve learned a whole new style of 
acting. Japanese actors use specific 
tones and intonations when speak-

ing which is different than the 
tones we use in English. There is 
also a focus on costume design and 
facial expression,” said Reckling. 

Miller agreed. “It is always inter-
esting when you involve yourself 
in theatre and acting to learn acting 
styles that are so far removed and 
different from what you are used 
to. Japanese acting is, I believe, far 
more beautiful and moving than a 
lot of what we see in Western act-
ing,” she said. 

Kyôgen is a traditional form 
of Japanese comic, or slapstick, 
performance. The style aims at 
focusing on the amusing antics, 
stylized movements and humorous 
wordplay of the performers.  “It’s 
a kind of fusion in this sense, of 
farce, slapstick, and more light-
hearted comedy,” said Pajak. 

The performance includes four 
plays. Two of the plays, English 
Catching Plovers (Chidori) and 
The Snail (Kagyû), are popular 
traditional kyôgen comedies trans-
lated into English. The third kyô-
gen style play, The Healing Drink, 
was written by Prince and will also 
be performed in English. Iroha 
(Learning the Alphabet) will be 
performed in the original Japanese 
the five Freeman Student Fellows 
studied last May. A general trans-
lation of the play will be provided 
for the audience.

Though the Study Tour took 
place last May and rehearsals for 
the College’s performance began 
in September, Blumner expressed 
pride in the cast’s ability to per-
form in Japanese style. “I’m very 
impressed with how much they 
remembered and how easy it is to 
keep building what they learned 
in Japan, they’ve really conducted 
themselves professionally in terms 
of acting,” said Blumner. 

However, she described the chal-

lenges in performing the traditional 
Japanese form in an American 
culture. “We have wondered how 
the audience will receive it. We 
want to maintain the integrity of 
the plays, keeping it as close to 
Japanese tradition, but still have 
an American audience enjoy it,” 
she said. 

The costumes designed by Leon 
Weibers and the set designed and 
built by David Groupe are true to 
the Japanese traditional theatre.  
“The costumes and sets designed 
are lovely and my teachers in Japan 
would be proud to perform on this 
stage and in those costumes,” said 
Bulmner.  

The cast hopes that students 
will attend the performance and 

By Mariel Saez
Assistant Editor-in-Chief

Theatre Department Brings Japanese Comedy to St. Mary’s Stage

take away an appreciation for 
non-Western forms of acting. “I 
admit that some of kyôgen’s humor 
may get a little lost in translation.  
That’s not to say, though, that  I 
don’t have faith others will find it 
funny, and I most certainly have 
faith that the audience will greatly 
appreciate the artistry and form.  If 
nothing else, they will take away 
a wholly unique cultural experi-
ence,” said Pajak. 

“The students have done a great 
job of capturing the essence of 
Kyogen and acting it in English 
and I think that makes it worth-
while to see,” said Blumner. 

The Sunday, Oct. 26 perfor-
mance will benefit Prison Per-
forming Arts, a St. Louis-based 
organization founded by artistic 
director Agnes Wilcox, who stages 
Shakespeare’s plays with incarcer-
ated men, women, and juveniles 

You might see the two around 
campus. You might pass one do-
ing research in the library or the 
other collecting plants by one of 
the paths.

Who are they? Sharon Wyrrick 
and Jane Ingram Allen, artists-in-
residence. Both artists are current-
ly collaborating on their project 
entitled “Bitten by Butterflies,” 
hoping to involve as many students 
as possible in the process.

Wyrrick and Allen talked 
to students and professors 
on Wednesday, Oct. 8 to in-
troduce themselves and their 
ideas for their collaboration. 
First-year Thaise Brower 
came to listen, and wants to 
get involved.

“I saw the email and was, 
like, ‘This looks interesting. 
I’ll do it,’” she said. She also 
signed up to attend the papermak-
ing workshop held by Allen on 
Friday, Oct. 25.

Wyrrick’s background is mostly 
in the performing arts, and she 
taught as a theater professor at St. 
Mary’s right out of graduate school 
in 1980. Her play 900 Dreams was 
staged on campus in 2004. Her 
works sometimes incorporate me-
dia as well as pure movement and 
monologue. Many of her projects’ 
topics include connection with the 
earth and biotechnology. Process 
is important for her; as she said, 
she is “always surprised by what 
comes out.”

Allen considers herself “a sculp-
tor installation artist.” She went 
to Taiwan from 2003 to 2004 as 
a Fulbright scholar and ended up 
working there on a Fulbright grant 
for an extra year, although she has 
exhibited in the U.S., including 

in New York and South Carolina. 
Paper-making is an important part 
of her work. Her installations 
usually feature placing paper that 
contains plant seeds on the earth 
or on a structure so that when the 
paper degrades, flowers or grasses 
can grow on the site. 

Allen also makes “site maps” on 
the paper that she has made from 
plants in a certain area. “I’m very 
interested in the connection to the 
place and the connection to the 
natural world,” she said. 

The artists met at a seed bank in 
Russia that was the subject of 900 
Dreams. Wyrrick said that Vladi-
mir Nabokov, included as a char-
acter in her play, used to collect 
butterflies, which led her to think 
about the project. She contacted 
Allen again after English professor 
Kate Chandler contacted her for 
the artist residency, and the two are 
using the time in residence to get 
to know each other and compare 
work styles and processes.

“The Artist House is a great place 
to work, and the students here seem 
very interested and enthusiastic,” 
said Allen.

Regarding the title, “‘Bitten 
by Butterflies’…is used with a 
sense of play and with the sense 
of ‘bitten as smitten,’” Wyrrick 
said. “When working on a project 
like this, you end up being a little 
obsessed…”

The exact nature of “Bitten by 
Butterflies” is nebulous because 
the artists are still figuring out 
what ideas they have time to ex-
plore during their stay at the Col-
lege, which ends in late October. 
The project will most likely be 
an installation, and will involve 
freshly made paper as well as a 
video element in which students 
and faculty or staff can share their 
experiences about butterflies on 
camera. Some students have al-
ready come by the Artist House to 

participate in this, which Wyr-
rick and Allen appreciate. 

Senior Bonnie Veblen was 
one student who stopped by 
the house. As an art major, she 
is fascinated by the project and 
has helped out with papermak-
ing.

“It’s really cool to see it all 
the way from the plant to the 
paper because…the paper has 

entirely different qualities depend-
ing on the plant,” Veblen said. She 
also saw some paper that Allen had 
dyed in blues, purples, and greens 
which Veblen said resembled but-
terfly scales.

The artists said that a finished 
project will not be presented on 
Wednesday, Oct. 23 as predicted, 
but the artists will give attendees a 
sense of who they as artists are as 
well as a sense of their process and 
the piece’s development as well as 
a “show and tell” about images and 
the directions in which the piece 
is going.

Students interested in joining the 
collaboration can stop by the Artist 
House on Mattapany Road or email 
the artists at  swyrrick@pobox.com 
or  info@janeingramallen.com. As 
Veblen said, “I’m really glad they 
came to campus, and they really 
seem to enjoy working together.”

By Lara Southgate
News Co-Editor

Hellogoodbye
Sonar, Baltimore on Friday, Nov. 7th @ 7 p.m.
OMG! Super-Poppy, sappy-sweet and synthed up.

Calexico
9:30 Club, DC on Thursday, Nov. 13th @ 7 p.m. 
Alternative folk-country evoking western americana 
and long desert roads.

Brightblack Morning Light
Talking Head Club, Baltimore on Friday, Nov. 14th @ 
10 p.m. Freak-folk that will infect you with its dreamy, 
funkadelic grooves.

Mousetrap: “Brit-pop dance night”
Black Cat, DC on Saturday, Nov. 15 @ 9:30 p.m. 
Monthly DJ-powered dance party invoking such old- 
and new-school bands as Buzzcocks, the Smiths, 
Blur, and Libertines.

Sound Tribe Sector Nine
9:30 Club, DC on Saturday, Nov. 15 @ 8 p.m.
Self described “post-rock dance music” blends funk, 
psychedelia and hip-hop; well-known live shows.

	

-Compiled by Rowan Copley 
Illustration by Peter Lance

in Missouri’s penal system.  She 
will be giving a lecture, “Liber-
ating Shakespeare in Prison” on 
Monday, Oct. 20 at 4:30 p.m. in 
Cole Cinema. “I thought it was 
important to recognize and support 
them in any way they could,” said 
Blumner. 

Pajak agreed. “I have nothing but 
tremendous respect and deepest 
gratitude for such a program.  It’s 
truly heartening.  I feel so grateful 
that proceeds from the show will 
go to this wonderful program.  It’s 
truly something for which to give 
thanks,” he said. 

The kyôgen comedies will be 
performed on Oct. 23-25, 30-31 
and Nov. 1 at 8:00p.m. and Oct. 
26 and Nov. 2 at 2:00p.m. Ticket 
prices are $4 or $6 except for the 
$10 tickets for the performance on 
Sunday, Oct. 26 benefiting Prison 
Performing Arts. 

Artists-in-Residence “Bitten by Butterflies”

Kyôgen actors Judy Sellner and Ian Prince pose in traditional costumes designed by Leon Weibers.

Photo Submitted by Barbara Woodel

Last.fm is a nifty for finding out random 
stuff about your favorite bands, or a band 
you may have just heard of. But it would 
be difficult to beat Myspace.com’s sheer 
volume of music on demand.

	 Music Appreciation 
	 Tip #1

“When working on a 
project like this, you 
end up being a little 

obsessed…” 
-Sharon Wyrrick
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ing. 
Unlike skating on a standard 

skateboard, longboarding is not 
about getting the skateboard off 
of the ground. There are lots of 
different styles of skating from 
just cruising around, pushing 
yourself, to pumping your body 
back and forth, keeping both feet 
on the board. Tricks can still be 
performed but they are generally in 
the form of tight turns and spins. 

Although it enjoyed limited 
popularity with the advent of the 
double edged smaller skateboard, 
it has recently bounced back. Nam 
listed several reasons for why this 
rebound might have happened 
ranging from the release of the 
Dogtown and Z-Boys documentary 
in 2001, to older skaters getting 
back into the sport and sponsor-
ing the creation of decks. Three 
years ago it was very hard to go 
into a shopping mall in the eastern 
United States and find a longboard. 
However, now the buyer can find a 
wide variety of boards ranging in 
cost from just over $100 to prices 
in the thousands. 

Although this club receives no 
SGA funding, they still have a lot 

St. Mary’s Students SMELL Good

By Peter Sparklin
Staff Writer

of new equipment and are trying 
to encourage anyone that has any 
kind of interest in the sport to come 
out and try skating with them. They 
have boards in all different styles 
so you can try a variety and find 
a board that fits the kind of skat-
ing you might have an interest in. 
They generally meet at the hill 
by Kent Hall every Saturday at 
2 PM. Newcomers are invited at 
every meeting and all equipment 
is provided, but good shoes are 
recommended. 

Seasoned skateboard veterans are 
likewise invited. “Having a com-
munity is very beneficial,” says 
Nam, “For example, most people 
don’t know that there is a very nice 
skate park just 15 minutes away 
from campus.” Maryland is one of 
the three places on the east coast 
that there is an older longboarding 
skate park still in operation. This is 
located just slightly north of Mary-
land. SMELL is all about building 
connections; they are always happy 
to meet new people and have a 
large amount of equipment, so if 
you have any interest in this sport 
they invite you to come out any 
Saturday at 2:00 p.m. and skate!

St. Mary’s Eclectic Longboard 
League (SMELL) is a club that was 
founded last year by Henry Nam, 
a senior who started longboarding 
when he came to St. Mary’s Col-
lege in 2005. Its original goal was 
to get students who are interested 
in skating together to form a com-
munity and plan trips to different 
skating events and skate parks. 
Although it has been around for a 
year, SMELL has recently become 
more active in inviting all students 
to come participate and help the 
longboarding culture grow. 

Longboarding originated in 
California in the 1950s and was 
first called sidewalk surfing. It was 
first developed as a way to simulate 
surfing when there weren’t any 
waves to be found. Nam said that 
was one of the bigger reasons that 
he got into it, and that it is a great 
cross trainer for most board sports 
from surfing to snowboarding. It 
steadily grew in popularity until it 
boomed in the 1970s. Out of this 
boom came the beginnings of the 
punk/skater subculture that has 
since been evolving and chang-

By Yuri Soussov
Staff Writer

Mens’ soccer collected two con-
vincing conference wins over the 
past weeks, but a humbling defeat 
to Salisbury University showed 
that the team has a lot of work 
still to be done before the Capital 
Athletic Conference playoffs roll 
around. Victories over Hood Col-
lege and Galludet University were 
sandwiched around a loss to the 
Seagulls.

St. Mary’s jumped out to a 2-0 
lead in the first half against Hood, 
with goals from  first year Chris 
Quamina and junior Misha Simon 
in the 45, and then iced the match 
with a spot-kick by senior Chris 
Madrigal early in the second half. 
The Seahawks used excellent 
ball control and a stout defense 
to ensure the result was never in 
question, although first year Dan 
Gressang’s bid for a clean sheet 
was foiled by a consolation goal 
for the visitors with three seconds 
to play.

The first half wasn’t nearly so 
kind to the Seahawks against Salis-
bury, who found themselves down 
by three after 12 minutes of play on 

the Eastern Shore, after conceding 
the opening goal after the shock-
ingly short span of 33 seconds. 

“We were not ready to play on 
that day,” said head coach Herb 
Gainey. “They came out firing right 

away and we were shell shocked. It 
really is that simple.”

Simon and senior Cyrus Albert-
son scored goals in the first half for 
St. Mary’s, but the team was never 
really in a position to threaten the 

By matt savopoulos
Staff Writer

Seagulls. Sophomore keeper Paul 
Spranklin finished with four saves 
on the day.

St. Mary’s rallied for their next 
game, a conference match against 
Galludet, and took a 1-0 lead 
courtesy of first Brian Payne, who 
scored the half’s only tally in the 
13 minute mark. Quamina and 
fellow first year Ted Scharfenberg 
scored in the second half to secure 
the points for St. Mary’s. Gressang 
and Spranklin played a half each in 
the shutout.

The results put the Seahawks 
back within sniffing distance of 
.500, with an overall record of 
4-6-4. In CAC play, though, the 
team is 3-2-2, with only a difficult 
matchup with #4 York College 
remaining on the conference sched-
ule. With two weeks to play in the 
regular season, the Seahawks are 
still struggling to play at a consis-
tently high level.

“ W e ’ r e 
s t a r t i n g  t o 
gel more as 
a team as far 
as  knowing 
what another 
person’s at-
t r ibutes  are 
on the team,” 
said sopho-
more fullback 
Amir  Reda. 
“However, as 
a collective 
whole we are 
not satisfied 
with our re-
cent  run of 
play and hope 
to improve on 
it heading into 
the playoffs.”

Even despite 
their lacklus-
ter record, St. 
Mary’s st i l l 
has confidence 
that they can 
beat anybody 
if they play up 
to their capa-

Soccer Confident as Regular Season Approaches Conclusion

Field Hockey Second Seed in the CAC
The field hockey team boasts an 

impressive 4-1 record in the Capi-
tal Athletic Conference (CAC) 
after losing six seniors at the end 
of last year. The Lady Hawks are 
tied with the University of 
Mary Washington for 2nd  

place in the CAC and holds 
an overall 5-6 record for 
the season. 

The team’s only confer-
ence loss has been to Salis-
bury, but the two teams will 
face off again in the CAC 
tournament which begins 
Nov. 2. However, because 
St. Mary’s field hockey has 
ranked second seed, they 
received a bye so that they 
proceed straight to semi-
finals for their first CAC 
tournament game. Accord-
ing to the CAC website, 
parings in these games had 
not yet been decided, as of 
Oct. 13. 

Many of the players are excited 
to have earned this by. Senior 
captain Kerri Smith said, “I’m ex-
cited for the possibility of seeing 
Salisbury again in the CAC tour-
nament because when we played 
them during the regular season we 
gave them a run for their money.  

The score of that game was only 
1-0, the closest it has ever been, 
and I would love the opportunity 
to play them again and win, now 
that we know we definitely can 
beat them.” 

The bye will allow the players 

to prepare for their match. Field 
hockey has never won a confer-
ence championship, and this bye 
may help the team gain an advan-
tage. 

Senior captain Emily Norris 
said, “it [the bye] will give us a 
chance to rest up and have some 

fun before the CAC tournament.” 
The Lady Hawks gained six 

first years this season, who have 
become integrated into the team. 
Head Coach Katie Lange ex-
plained that the new players were 
doing very well and have had a 

positive, immediate im-
pact on the team. Although, 
Lange said that the team lost 
“some major key players” at 
the end of last year, the new 
players have been “improv-
ing every day.” 

The team this year has 
also stood out because of its 
cohesiveness. Team mem-
bers agree that the players 
work well together on and 
off the field. Lange called 
her team “a cohesive unit” 
Samantha Locke, first year, 
said, “Though our record 
isn’t perfect, we have grown 
as a team so much this sea-
son and are really starting to 
play as a team.”

On Saturday, October 18 
the Lady Hawks won their final 
conference game against Hood 
College in a 6-0 shutout, bringing 
their CAC record up to 5 wins and 
1 loss. This game was part of the 
Hawktober Festival and followed 
a recognition of the team’s five 
seniors.

After a 3-0 win against Stevenson University, 
the volleyball team remains tied with Salisbury 
University for first-place in the Capital Athletic 
Conference. Junior Katie Ewing was selected as 
September’s Athlete of the Month, making her the 
first of the 2008-2009 school year. 

Senior soccer player Lauren Carrier was an-
nounced as the CAC Women’s Soccer Player-of-
the-Week for the week ending Oct. 12. Carrier, a 
forward, is currently ranked first in the league in 
points per game, holding an outstanding 2.90 aver-
age, and is also ranked first in goals per game, with 
a 1.30 average.

After placing second at the Carl Van Duyne Re-
gatta, sophomore skipper Michael Menninger will be 
competing in the ICSA/Laser Performance National 
Men’s Singlehanded Championship at Cornell Uni-
versity on Oct. 24-26. 

Freshmen doubles players Thomas Hoesman and 
Robbie Bourdon held the only victory at the tennis 
team’s match against Penn State Berks, beating 
their opponents 8-4.The men’s tennis team handed 
Shenandoah University their first loss of the season 
on October 10 with a 6-3 victory. Juniors Kenny 
Nugent and Sam Barton and first years Thomas 
Hoesman and Robbie Bourdon both won hard 
earned matches in doubles. Nugent is now on a 
three-match win streak. 

-Compiled by Sam Dockrey

The Two Minute 
Drill

bilities. “That’s the beauty of our 
playoff system – it gives any team 
that makes it a chance to win. 
We’re going to be a team with an 
ugly record that nobody wants to 
play because when we are at our 
best we are unstoppable,” said the 
relentlessly upbeat Reda. 

Coach Gainey was in total agree-
ment with that assessment. “I think 
we have a good shot in the playoffs 
if we play anywhere near our po-
tential on the given day. I still don’t 
think that teams want to play us in 
the playoffs. We can be dangerous 
at any time and because of our 
results this year, they don’t know 
what to expect on the day.”

Heading towards the playoffs 
with a bit momentum on their side, 
St. Mary’s soccer is excited at the 
prospect of making an impact in 
the postseason. “Expect to see big 
things from this squad in coming 
weeks,” predicted Reda.Midfielder Brian Payne has two goals and two assists this season. 

Ph
o

to
 b

y
 K

ev
in

 B
a

ie
r

Senior defender Chris Madrigal tallied his second goal 
of the season in the game against Randolph-Macon.
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First year Samantha Locke notched in one goal 
during the team’s Senior Game on Oct. 18.

Photo by Matt Molek
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By ryan o’Malley & sofia 
sokolove

Staff Writers

1. They don’t play with frisbees.
So, then what do you call those 

neon colored plastic cylinders that 
strikingly resemble Frisbees?  “A 
Disc,” says soph-
omore Ultimate 
player Brooke 
Austin.  Frisbee 
i s  s imply  the 
trademark brand 
name for one line 
of discs, made 
by Wham-O toy 
company.  Most 
ultimate players 
actually prefer 
discs produced by 
Discraft, which 
they say have an 
edge easier for 
handling. 

2. This stuff is 
serious.

The average 
college student 
might not know it, 
but Ultimate is a seriously competi-
tive sport.  “It’s not just two people 
standing around and throwing back 
and forth to each other,” says Car-
men Tong, a senior Smutter.  

In a typical game, 14 players are 
on the field at a time (seven for each 
team.)  A team scores by launching 
the disc into the opposing teams end 
zone.  Ultimate is all about transi-
tions; dropped passes, interceptions, 
and out of bounds passes force 
players to stay alert as they’re often 
required to rapidly switch between 
offense and defense

3. No referees allowed.
“Ultimate is a self officiated game 

where the spirit of the game is en-
couraged. Players are encouraged 
to promote good sportsmanship and 
to congratulate players who make 
good bids on a disc,” says Austin. 

The game places the responsibil-
ity of enforcing rules and fair play 
on players themselves, and not on 
referees or officials.  For example, a 
“handler” (the person with the disc) 
only has ten seconds to throw, and is 
timed by their marker, who begins 
the count by yelling out “stalling, 
1, 2, 3, etc.”

4. They’re in it for the long haul.
Once the team gets clearance 

from the SGA in the beginning of 
September, the Smutters are in ac-
tion until about the last weekend in 
April.  During these eight months, 
they compete in a number of tour-
naments along the east coast.  Most 
recently, the men’s team traveled to 
College Park where they posted a 
2-4 record.  

However, Wisneski has no doubts.  

Eight Things To Know About SMUT
“There’re a few things we need to 
work on, couple of kinks in the flow 
of our game play.  But it appears this 
team can go far this year.  Cross your 
fingers,” said Wisneski. The team 
hopes to break out in their two up-
coming tournaments in Millersville, 
PA (Oct. 18-19) and at University of 

Delaware (Oct.25-26). 
5. SMUT players aren’t afraid to 

get a little dirty.
Adam Wisneski, senior captain of 

the boys team, remembers traveling 
to Shippensburg, PA his sophomore 
year for a weekend tournament that 
turned into one big slip-and-slide.  

After a morning of non-stop rain, 
Ultimate players took the field—or 
what was left of it---for an afternoon 
of intense games.  “I’m talking 3 
inches of mud you had to run through.  
In the right side of one end zone was 
this pool of rain water, easily 4 inches 
deep,” recalls Wisnseki.  “By the end 
there was no dry or clean jersey on 
the field!”

6. This season’s “Ultimate Goal” 
would make program history.  

Both the boys and girls SMUT 
teams have the Metro-East Region-

Seahawk Schedule
10/21	             Field Hockey vs. East. Mennonite*	 3:30 PM
         		 Women’s Soccer vs. Marymount	 8:00 PM
	
10/22              Men’s Soccer vs. Chris. Newport*	 3:00 PM
         		
10/24		 Volleyball vs. Salisbury*	              4:00 PM
                      	Volleyball vs. Neumann*	              8:00 PM

10/25		 Volleyball vs. Va. Wesleyan*	              10:00 AM
                       Volleyball vs. Gwynedd-Mercy*             12:00 PM
                       Women’s Soccer vs. Salisbury                 1:00 PM
                       Men’s Soccer vs. York*                           2:00 PM

10/26              Women’s Soccer vs. Chris. Newport*     2:00 PM
                       
10/28              Men’s Soccer vs. Va. Wesleyan               7:00 PM

10/29              Volleyball vs. Marymount                       7:00 PM

11/1                Volleyball vs. Rutgers-Newark*             10:00 AM
                       Volleyball vs. Cabrini*                            2:00 PM

*Home games

After an undefeated start to the 
2008 season and a No. 24 national 
ranking, the women’s soccer team 
was brimming with confidence 
heading into their game against 
No. 20 Virginia Wesleyan College.  
However, what started out as a 
promising opportunity for the Lady 
Seahawks to prove themselves 
against a quality opponent quickly 
turned disastrous as the team was 
dismantled by Wesleyan, 3-0.  The 
loss ended the team’s season-long, 
ten game undefeated streak and will 
assuredly drop the squad out of the 
Top 25.  

Sophomore Mike Bowden, a 
spectator of the game, said that the 
team “looked scared and nervous” 
and “didn’t play the way they had 
been playing earlier in the year.”

As if to add insult to injury, senior 
defender, Katie Klotz, and star for-
ward, senior captain Lauren Carrier, 
both suffered injuries.  Pending the 
result of a pair of MRI’s, the future 
of both players’ seasons could be 
in peril.  This means trouble for the 

soccer team as there is no denying 
that both Klotz and Carrier have 
been integral parts of the squad’s 
success and losing either one of 
those players for any amount of 
time would be devastating.  Ac-
cording to junior captain, Sophia 
Esparza, junior defender, Lea Gon-
zalez, is also, “at home, taking some 
time off,” which doesn’t bode well 
for the team either.  

At some point during each sea-
son, every team faces some form of 
adversity.  It is how the team deals 
with the adversity that determines 
what type of team it is destined to 
become.  Right now the women’s 
soccer team must be willing to 
put their recent loss behind them 
and continue playing quality soc-
cer.  As Wilma Rudolph once said, 
“Winning is great, sure, but if you 
are really going to do something in 
life, the secret is learning how to 
lose.  Nobody goes undefeated all 
the time.  If you can pick up after 

By Mikel Iraola
Staff Writer

Women’s Soccer Battles Adversity After First Loss of the Season

als in their plans for this year. To 
advance to Regionals, teams must 
place in the top four at their respec-
tive Sectionals, a feat never achieved 
by either SMUT team.   

Team captain Wisneski is confi-
dent that this year can bring change:  
“I think this team has the abilities 

and the players to 
do so, it’s simply 
a matter of mak-
ing it all work out 
and continuing 
to play hard all 
year.”  Austin 
matches his en-
thusiasm, believ-
ing that “This is 
the year to do 
it.  Bottom line 
we’re going to 
the ship.”

 7. Frisbee Golf 
helps to sharpen 
skills.

Don’t be sur-
prised if you ever 
see a bunch of 
Ultimate players 

taking over the Frisbee golf course.  
They see “golf” as a great way to 
improve their game, especially Tong, 
who says, “I love frisbee golf! I see it 
as a fun way to improve the accuracy 
of my long throws.”  

However, there is a group to fear 
other then Frisbee golfers on the 

course: sailors.  Austin notes, “I love 
playing golf, but the only thing that 
kind of hurts my pride is that the 
sailors tend to be better golf players 
then us Smutters. However nothing’s 
better then a rousing game of golf.”  

8. It’s a party on AND off the 
field!

SMUT is always a good time!  
“Once I met the team I knew I had 
to keep playing since they are so fun 
and quite good partiers…and the 
sport is pretty awesome too,” says 
Austin.

By Mikey Fitzpatrick
Staff Writer

Despite dropping two of its past 
five contests, the St. Mary’s College 
volleyball team still boasts a .833 
winning percentage and a stellar 
undefeated record in Capital Athletic 
Conference play. The team split their 
four matches in Hoboken, New Jer-
sey at the Ducks Invitational hosted 
by Stevens Institute of Technology, 
and most recently, picked up their 
fifth conference victory with an ef-
fortless 3-0 sweep of  the Wesley 
College Wolverines.  Although the 
timing of these recent losses might 
seem daunting and ominous to some 
clubs, the Lady Seahawks feel no 
such pressure. 

At the eventful Ducks Invitational, 
the Seahawks picked up a sweep of 
Montclair State University, a 3-2 
comeback win over Clarkson Univer-
sity, but fell 3-1 to SUNY Cortland 
and to the host SIT.  Despite a nar-
row 24-26, 24-26, 21-25 sweep by 

Stevens, a team that received votes in 
the past weeks American Volleyball 
Coaches Association (AVCA) Divi-
sion III Coaches Poll, the team did not 
come away from the game on a sour 
note as they realize that they are on 
the brink of becoming an elite team. 

Team captain Katie Ewing empha-
sizes that, “We’ve moved past those 
two losses and we’re working hard 
to be prepared for the game against 
Salisbury.

With conference rival Salisbury 
University rapidly approaching on 
the schedule, the team is more than 
ready to get back to their winning. 
Salisbury, who is ranked No. 24 in 
the latest AVCA poll, knocked out 
the Seahawk’s in last years CAC title 
bout, comes to the ARC Arena Octo-
ber 24th, and the team is anxiously 
awaiting their arrival. 

The Seahawks’ match against Ste-
venson College on October 15th was 
too late to be covered in this edition 
of The Point News. 

Hawks Briefly Grounded

a crushing defeat, and go on to win 
again, you are going to be a cham-
pion someday.”  

If the women’s team takes these 
words to heart they will realize 
that there is no need for panic.  
Despite losing their first game of 
the season and the recent injuries 
they have suffered, the team still 
owns a 7-1-3 (4-0-1 CAC) record 
and remains the number one team 
in the conference.  

Senior midfielder, Sarah Grady, 
said that while “the new injuries 
pose an obstacle, every member of 
the team is able to step up anywhere 
on the field and we have gotten 
very good at battling adversity over 
the past few years.  I know that 
we will be ready for each upcom-
ing challenge and we are looking 
forward to some great success this 
post-season.”  The key for the team 
will be remaining mentally and 
emotionally tough during this try-
ing stretch.

Sophomore midfielder Taylor Colona saw action in 15 games in ‘07.
Photo By Matt Molek

Junior Katie Ewing was selected by the Department of Athletics 
and Recreation as the first athlete-of-the-month of the year.
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Lindsay Beattie, Caitlin Shankle and Anna Winship get pumped up.

Even though the men’s and women’s SMUT team practice 
separately, they still play hard together on and off the field. 

Photos Submitted By Carmen Tong
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The Cold War

Overheard on the Path
“Have you ever been in class and just had to fart so bad?”-Male Walking Out of Music Class. 

“I’ve never seen a drunk move that fast; I was terrified.”-Male on His Way to the ARC.

“I like unicorns, and you should too,”-Male Student Walking to Lacrosse practice.

“Oh, and by the way? That guy was in jail.”-Girl on Cell Phone

3:00 PM - 6:00 PM
Dance Club Garage Sale

Campus Center Patio

10:30 PM - 12:00 AM
Take One Improv Show

Campus Center 
Cole Cinema 147

Saturday, October 25

2:00 PM - 4:00 PM
Chalkathon

Montgomery Hall Front Sidewalk

7:00 PM - 9:00 PM
Showtime at SMCM

St. Mary’s Hall

Monday, October 27

4:30 PM
 Ali H. Aslan

“Democracy in Turkey: The Role 
of US and Europe”

   Cole Cinema

4:35 PM - 5:55 PM
Hawthorne Lecture

Goodpaster 195

8:00 PM - 10:00 PM
Class of 2011 meetings

Schaefer Hall 109

Wednesday, October 29

4:30 PM - 6:00 PM
Natural Science & Mathematics 

Colloquium
Schaefer Hall Lecture Hall 106

Thursday, October 30

12:00 PM - 1:00 PM
Biology Dept Brown Bag 

Seminars
Schaefer Hall 132

3:00 PM - 9:00 PM
Halloween at the ARC

ARC Classroom

4:30 PM
Paul Roth and Frank Goodyear
Richard Avedon: The Family – 
Photographs and Insights into 

Power
Cole Cinema

8:00 PM - 10:00 PM
Brian Ganz, Piano Soloist

St. Mary’s Hall

Calendar of Events!
Tuesday, October 21 

4:00 PM to 5:30 PM 
Medical Amnesty Open Forums

Goodpaster 195

 7:30 PM
Dr. Tom Schaller

“Whistling Past Dixie and the 
2008 Election: How Democrats 

Can Win the White House 
without the South”

Campus Center
Cole Cinema

8:00 PM - 9:30 PM
Concert-FUSE & STARS

Daugherty Palmer Commons

Wednesday, October 22

4:30 PM - 6:00 PM
Natural Science & Mathematics 

Colloquium
Schaefer Lecture Hall 106

5:00 - 6:00 PM
Hall Reception & Gallery Talk 

Andrea Packard
Boyden Gallery, Montgomery

8:00 PM - 9:30 PM
Conversations about Gambian 

Culture
Library 306

8:00 PM - 9:30 PM
Medical Amnesty Open Forums

Goodpaster 195

Thursday, October 23

8:00 AM - 5:00 PM
Pre-Retirement Session

Daugherty Palmer Commons

12:00 PM - 1:00 PM
Biology Dept Brown Bag 

Seminars
Schaefer Hall 132

4:15 PM - 5:30 PM
PAT Meeting (History Honor 

Society)
Kent Hall History Seminar Room 

312

7:00 PM - 9:30 PM
Erica Upshaw Lecture

Goodpaster 195

8:00 PM
VOICES Presentation

Jane Ingram Allen 
and Sharon Wyrrick

Daughtery-Palmer Commons

Friday, October 24
E-mail new events to 

pointnews@smcm.edu

Come Join 

The
 

Point
News!
We meet this 

Tuesday @ 8:30 
p.m.

and regularly on 
Mondays at 8:30 
p.m. in the Cam-
pus Center Club 

Room.
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Question of 
the Week

How do you feel about the 
repeal of the protest 

restrictions in To The Point?

“I think it’s a very tactful move on the part of the Col-
lege and preserves first amendment rights. It’s important 
to consider the feelings of the student body before impos-

ing restrictions  that may take away students’ rights.” 
-Bartosz Zienda

“It was kind of pedantic to create those restrictions in 
the first place; students are bound to protest whenever and 

wherever it’s needed.” 
- Jeff “Nutt” Hankins

“I’m happy that our school listens to us.”
-Kate Pollasch

“The restrictions changed the very nature of organized 
protest.”

 -Linsday Myers
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